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An exciting resource for education debuted at the ALA Annual
Conference in Chicago. “The Best Websites for Teaching and
Learning” honors 25 Websites that are deemed to be superior
in their abilities to enhance learning and curriculum
development. These Websites are free and encourage
innovation, creativity, active participation, and collaboration;
the emphasis is on sites that are user-friendly and support
student-centered, inquiry-based learning. The sites are linked to
AASL’s “Standards for the 21*-Century Learner.”

Volunteering At the 2007 ALA Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C., | attended an AASL Affiliate Assembly session
that outlined the need for AASL members to volunteer. Then
recently retired, | decided to give back to my chosen profession
and subsequently completed an ALA volunteer form:
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aboutaasl/aaslgoverna
nce/aaslcommittees/committees.cfm | was soon invited to join
what was then called the AASL Best List of Internet Sites for
Teaching and Learning Task Force for a one-year period. The
task force’s charge was “To develop a list of top 25 Internet
sites that AASL will recognize as being the best of the best for
curriculum development.”

Task Force Work Pam Berger was designated as our chair, with
AASL members from throughout the country. We talked via e-
mail, wiki, telephone, and met numerous times at ALA
conferences in Philadelphia, Anaheim, and Denver.

The task force located possible sites and used Diigo to list,
annotate, and organize. We noted that many of the sites were
fairly new /Web 2.0, while others had been long-used by library
and classroom teachers. The task force made excellent
progress, but reappointments for task force members were
necessary to complete the task force’s charge. Slowly, AASL’s
amorphous charge was becoming a reality.

We used Skype for our discussions, abandoning landline group
phone calls. Documents were posted on Wikispaces for all task
force members to read, edit, comment, and discuss.

@ )

We whittled the list to 25 Web 2.0 tools and resources and
categorized them under six headings: organizing and managing,
content collaboration, curriculum sharing, media sharing,
virtual environments, social networking and communication.

A second list, “Landmark Websites” As we collected possible
Websites for inclusion, we noted that many of the sites were
fairly new and could be described as Web 2.0, while other
Websites had been operative and well-used in education for a
number of years. This observation resulted in the development
of a second list, Landmark Websites for Teaching and Learning;
These Websites are honored because of their histories of
providing authoritative, dynamic content and curricular
relevance. The Landmark Websites are organized as content
resources, lesson plans and more, collaboration, and global
education. This list also provides annotations and tips for the
integration of their use into content-area curricula.

The task force members

worked feverishly until the (9 )
ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago in July. At the
conference, the task force

LANDMARK WEBSITES

Content Resources

ALTEC
presented a session on how Annenberg
and why the Websites were ASCD
chosen and also honored the Discovery Ed.
winners. Several winners sent Edutopia
representatives to accept, EduWeb
while others sent their thanks Library of Congress
via videos and Web 2.0 tools. MIT Open
The winning Websites will Courseware
display special logos on their NASA
Websites. The Best Websites Our Documents
list will be updated annually PBS Teachers
based on feedback and Read, Write, Think
nominations from AASL Smithsonian

members. .
Collaboration

Reflections | truly enjoyed Apple Learning

the time that | spent as a task Interchange
force member. | worked with Merlot
terrific colleagues from Moodle
around the country, learned WebQuest

about many exemplary
Websites that can be used to
expand learning opportunities
and help improve student
learning, and managed to
give something back to my
chosen profession. Serving on
an AASL committee or task force is, perhaps, one of the best
professional development experiences you will ever have. If you
missed the task force presentation at ALA in Chicago, the task
force will be presenting at AASL in Charlotte in November.

Global Education
Field Trip Earth
Global School
Google Earth
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Through the years, Linda Friel has been a fixture on the MSLA Executive Board, serving on a variety of committees and holding many

offices; currently, she is our Treasurer. Linda is in her second year of a term on the ALA Council. She is retired, but not “retiring”.
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AASL BEST WEBSITES

FOR TEACHING & LEARNING

Standards for the 21st-Century Learner

ASL
BEST

S

Websites for
Teaching and
Learning

SELECTED WEBSITES

o 2.1.2  Organize knowledge so that it is useful. Dii =
o0 &n 2.1.4  Use technology and other information tools to analyze and lIgo http://www.diigo.com
£ ® organize information. GoogleReader
'g g 3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and http://www.google.com/reader
display knowledge and understanding in ways that .
0 play viece & y Simply Box http://simplybox.com
(@) others can view, use and assess.
c 1.3.4 Contribute to the exchange of ideas within a learning Mindmeister http://www.mindmeister.com
- __community. . Polleverywhere
g © 3.1.2  Participate and collaborate as members of a social and
= intellectual network of learners. http://www.polleverywhere.com
8 t=6 3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and Wikispaces http://www.wikispaces.com
S . L
S display knovyledge and understanding in ways that Zoho http://www.zoho.com
others can view, use and assess.
Guidelines for School Library Programs: Instructional Partner  Curriki http://www.curriki.com
"The SLMS collaborates with classroom teachers to develo . .
. . P Partnership for 21st Century Skills
£ 00 assignments that are matched to academic standards and )
g £ include critical thinking skills, technology and information http://www.21stcenturyskills.org
g -CE literacy skills, and core social skills and cultural competencies.  Primary Access
5w The SLMS guides instructional design by working with the http://www.primaryaccess.org
o classroom teacher to establish learning objectives and goals, . .
. . ) . SOS for Information Literacy
and by implementing assessment strategies before, during ) o
and after assigned units of study." http://informationliteracy.org
2.1.4  Use technology and other information tools to organize and Animoto http://animoto.com
display knowled d und understanding i that
o0 splay Knowledge and und understanding in ways tha Our Story http://www.ourstory.com
0 £ others can view, use and assess.
o & 3.3.4 Create products that apply to authentic, real-world context. Teacher Tube http://www.teachertube.com
= .u:, 4.1.8  Use creative and artistic formats to express personal learning.  y/giceThread http://voicethread.com
Wordle http://www.wordle.net
8 215 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new RezED
— 5 understandings, make decisions, and solve problems.
S g 3.1.2  Participate and collaborate as members of a social and http://www.rezed.com
£ o intellectual network of learners. Second Life
> 'S 4.3.1 Participate in the social exchange of ideas, both electronically http://www.secondlife.com
S and in person.
c Classroom 2.0 http://www.classroom20.com
oo
25 . .
<2 3.1.2 Partmpate and collaborate as members of a social and Edublogs http://www.edublogs.org
5 4] intellectual network of learners. Facebook http:// facebook
2 '€ 4.1.7  Use social networks and information tools to gather and share p://Www.Tacebook.com
s g information Good Reads http://www.goodreads.com
E € 43.1 Participate in the social exchange of ideas, electronically and Ning http://www.ning.com
© .
S S and in person. Skype http://www.skype.com
(o] .
» %3 Twitter http://twitter.com
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