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[image: ]Advocacy/Legislation 
Pat Fontes and Judi Paradis, co-chairs
The Legislative Committee became the Advocacy Committee this year with the following goals:
· Advocate for school library teachers and programs at the state and local level
· Work to build support outside school library community 
· Work to host Legislative Day in conjunction with MLA
Advocate for school library teachers and programs at the state and local level   Our first goal was to develop an advocacy plan for school library teachers that could be used at both the state and local level.  One effort involved creating advocacy materials.  We did create materials to distribute to legislators and school administrators/school board members. The materials for legislators were drafted by Pat Fontes for use at Legislative Breakfasts and then were included in a packet distributed at Legislative Day (and mailed to each member of the Joint Committee on Education and distributed to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education).
 In addition, we worked to maintain and update the advocacy wiki that Kathy Lowe established last year.  Finally, efforts were made to create materials to post on our website and distribute to members in response to serious cuts to library programs reported by many members.

Laurie Dias-Mitchell worked closely with the Advocacy Committee to ensure testimony was given at monthly BESE meetings.  This monthly advocacy was reinforced during the BESE meeting held at Chelmsford HS in April.  Speakers this year included: Katie Baxter, Valerie Diggs, Laurie Dias-Mitchell and students from Dartmouth High School; Carlisle Superintendent of Schools, Marie Doyle; Library Trustee, John Arno. Judi and Pat attended regular meetings of the MLA Legislative Caucus and 

specifically worked on campaigns to defeat Question 1 and to attempt a launch of a library license plate. 

[image: ]Our tactical decision this year was to cease our effort to file specific legislation, but instead to focus on lobbying the BESE to appoint someone with a strong school library background to develop a long-range plan for the standards, staffing and collection development in Massachusetts’ school libraries.  Due to this shift in tactics, we ended our relationship with our lobbyist Chris Gregory.
Work to build support outside school library community  Our Friends group has grown very slowly and there is still a lack of clarity about how this group will operate.  It would be good to see our successors build support here.
We did have some good outreach to the Mass. Teachers Association.  MSLA members submitted a resolution in support of school library funding, staffing and planning at the MTA May  meeting.  In addition, we will present a workshop for teachers at the MTA summer conference in Williamstown in August.
Pat Fontes encouraged active participation by MSLA members at regional Legislative Breakfasts and developed “talking points” for members to use in this effort.
Judi attended the Advocacy Institute at the MLA Spring Conference in April on May 5 and presented a talk on the state of school library programs.
Work to host Legislative Day in conjunction with MLA  Our joint Legislative Day with Massachusetts Library Association on April 2 at the Massachusetts State House was a success.  Dozens of members attended, along with students and parents who received awards as part of our bookmark contest.  We made significant contacts with many new members of the Joint Committee on Education and with the members of the Library Caucus (who followed up our visit with a letter to the BESE requesting they fund a long-term plan for school library programs in Massachusetts).  Some specific feedback from those attending included good response to our handouts and coordination of “lobbying teams”, and praise for the bookmark contest awards. The students of Danvers Middle School were very appreciative for the author visit by Tui Sutherland, won by library teacher Karen Sekiguichi.

[image: ]Constitution and Policy  Robert Roth, Chair
2008-2009 goals:
Update Constitution and Policy Statement as needed: The Committee is working with the MSLA President and Executive Board to amend the Constitution and Policy Statement provisions concerning the Executive Director position. This is on track for completion in 2009-2010. 
Oversee MSLA compliance with its Constitution and Policy Statement: The Executive Board convened as scheduled and took all actions in due course with the appropriate quorum. The President convened, conducted and adjourned the annual meeting in due course at the 2009 MSLA Annual Conference.  
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Awards 
Carrie Tucker and Karin Deyo, co-chairs 
Goals for 2008-09:
Objective 1:  Administer awards for annual meeting
Objective 2:  Ellen Berne Award—update criteria to reflect changing technology 
Objective 3:  Legislator Award—consider changing the venue from the annual meeting to the State House Legislation Day
2008 Audrey Friend scholarship winners Laura DuBey, a student at Simmons College, and Jill Holt, a student at the University of Rhode Island, were selected from an applicant pool of promising future school librarians.

[image: ]
The Administrator Advocate award, the Joan Gallagher Legislator Award, the Ellen Berne award, and the MSLA research awards were not granted this year.  In each case, we did not receive applications that met the published criteria.  As always, MSLA members are invited and encouraged to explore various awards and apply.  In addition any prizes, these awards offer positive exposure for our profession as well as for the winners.
This winter the Ellen Berne award was revised to reflect changing technology and promote its creative use in teaching information literacy.  Once these changes are approved by the Board we hope the award will serve as a vehicle to attract and publicize examples of the best uses of teaching with technology in our profession. 



[image: ]
Curriculum 
Kathy Dubrovsky, Chairperson
 
Objective One: Present Thinkfinity.com at the 2008 MSLA Conference 
Objective Two: Thinkfinity Training for members
Objective Three: Online Training; Be trained as an online Thinkfinity trainer and present it to MSLA members



In March 2008, I was trained by DOE/ESS to be a Thinkfinity Field Trainer. July 2008 was my first MSLA Thinkfinity training at the 
SEMLS computer lab. At the MSLA Conference in November, I co-presented an informational session with April Graziano.  During the April vacation, I offered another Thinkfinity overview session to MSLA members at the MetroWest computer lab.  It was an opportunity for MSLA to have a dialogue on Thinkfinity, technology and curriculum.  Also in April, I attended a 3-day training to be a Certified Thinkfinity Trainer. I offered two trainings during the 2009 summer. 


[image: ]MSLA Forum
Jan Koleszar & Patsy Divver, Co-Editors


Editing the Forum this past year has been both frustrating and rewarding.  The rewards were seeing each issue completed and hearing how much they were appreciated from readers.  The frustrations were in juggling family, work, and deadlines.  We extend a special thanks to Ann Perham for all her work putting the online issues on the MSLA web page, and to the 21 members who submitted articles.  All will receive PDPs for their work.

In looking at our goals for 2008, we successfully accomplished two out of our five goals. Those accomplished were:
· Creating and publishing a professional newsletter
· Publishing the FORUM, in PDF format as a download option.  


The three goals not met were: 
· Expanding the editorial involvement of MSLA members in writing, reading, and suggestion articles for the Forum.
· Reviewing the possibilities of connecting the Forum with blogs, regular topics, listserv topics etc.  
· Publishing three online issues and one print issue was impossible this year due to lack of time and articles.  As a result, only two online issues were published.  
[image: ]Moving forward, there will be three issues per year.  Two will be on line, and the third one will be the printed issue, Forum PLUS, mailed to all members in time for the opening of school.  We will continue our efforts to publish a quality, professional newsletter that provides members with timely articles, information, and the “tools of the trade” needed to be more efficient in a 21st Century school library.
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[image: ][image: ]Public Relations 
Linda Picceri and Laura Larsson, Public Relations Co-chairs

The Public Relations Committee had two major goals this year, information dissemination and event promotion and planning.  In keeping with these goals much was accomplished.  As new co-chairs we began the year by updating the display boards to reflect the 2008 Annual MSLA Conference's theme of 'Survivor.'  The boards were set up at the Conference along with other promotional literature for conference attendees to look at and take with them.  Winning bookmarks from the 2008 contest were also displayed at the Conference.  

We also had a presence in the Massachusetts Library Association's Newsletter.  The winter edition of the MLA Newsletter featured an informative article written by Linda Picceri about Valerie Diggs the grand opening of the new Chelmsford High School Learning Commons. 

A big part of public relations is informing the public about upcoming events and activities of our group.  In keeping with this, press releases were written and sent out to publicize various events and activities. Laura Larsson edited a press release from a past bookmark contest (that Gerri Fegan shared with her.) The press release was sent by e-mail to 12 local newspapers within Massachusetts, the Boston Globe and the MLA Newsletter. The press release described the contest, listed the winners and those receiving honorable mention and described our upcoming Legislative Day on April 2, 2009 at the State House. 

In addition Linda Picceri contacted the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents regarding our upcoming conference.  Linda and Sandy Kelly drafted a press release which was submitted for publication in their newsletter.  It is hoped that this action might spark some interest in our conference and lead to support for school libraries on the part of these important administrators.
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Standards 
Valerie Diggs, Chairperson
The Standards Committee had three objectives for 2008 – 2009:
· Objective 1: Revise the “Recommended MA K-12 Information Literacy Standards” to complement and reflect the new AASL “Standards for the 21st Century Learner”
· Objective 2: Work with the DOE to include portions of the newly revised standards in the revision of the ELA Framework
· Objective 3: Develop a brief document on MSLA Standards for NEASC Visiting Committees 
Revising our “Recommended MA K-12 Information Literacy Standards  This objective has been accomplished. Revisions to the appendices were finalized and the document has been printed for distribution to the members. Many thanks to all who helped with the many revisions and edits, including Sandy Kelly, Gerri Fegan, Kathy Lowe, Ann Perham, and a special thanks to member-at-large Carol Holley for her continued efforts in the development of this document. This document will serve as a guidepost for school librarians across the state to assure acquisition of 21st century skills and in the implementation of AASL’s  Standards for the 21st Century Learner. 


Revision of the English Language Arts Framework  Valerie Diggs was appointed to the role of “Panelist” for the English Language Arts Review Panel led by Susan Wheltle, Humanities Chair at the DOES.  The ELA Framework revisions are now available online at http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/docs/0109/item6_framework_topic.pdf  Page 73 begins the Research strand:
Research 8 Generating Ideas and Framing Inquiry; Evaluating and Recording Information; Organizing Research and Preparing to Write These standards refer to the stages of research and planning for writing or media presentation. These standards are to be used in conjunction with the standards on composing informational, persuasive, and literary text and media (9, 10, 11).
This work is now done and awaits the final approval by the BESE in October. Until then, this draft document is open to public comment. This is our chance to voice an opinion about the language and presentation of information literacy in the English language Arts Framework. 
NEASC Visiting Committee Document has not been prepared. It is hope that by keeping this objective on the standards committee’s 09-10  Action Plan. 
Review of the standards document and the completion of the ELA review dominated the year’s activities.
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[image: ]Student Interest Group 
Anna Jorgensen, Jessica Shurlow, co-Chairs
MSLA-SIG had four objectives:
· Reach out to more students.
· Provide professional development opportunities for students.
· Continue developing a structured foundation and framework for the MSLA-SIG 
· Have fun and learn while doing objectives 1 through 3!
We worked on these objectives while making MSLA-SIG better known to the Simmons community.  We met twice a month to try and increase the number of meeting attendees, while continuing to update the MSLA-SIG wiki and promotion through the listserv and on-campus fliers.
We also worked on creating more events throughout the school year that would be applicable to the larger GSLIS community.  We had a Banned Books panel which we co-sponsored with the 
Progressive Librarian Guild and the ALA Student Interest Group, which was a huge success.  There were several service days at Mission Hill Elementary to help them re-organize their library, including our annual Alternative Spring Break volunteer days.  The third annual MSLA-SIG conference took place at the end of March, there were six speakers and we had great feedback from all our attendees.
We also expanded our outreach to the School Library Teacher Program by setting up a Facebook group, documenting our events through Flickr, and making our wiki more welcoming through reformatting.  Through all of these plans, events, and outreach, we have made ourselves better known to our program community which is extremely exciting.  We hope to keep this momentum going through the next year, and have started transitioning our new co-chairs into the council since March.  We will also have a ambassador at the Mt. Holyoke campus next year, which we hope will continue to expand our active involvement in the GSLIS community.


Webpage 
[image: ]Ann Perham, Webmaster
Goal 1:  To “close” the old webpage, mslma.org
Goal 2:  To expand the editorial “staff” 

For over 10 years, I have been the webmaster for MSLA/MSLMA. When mslma.org ceased to exist in April 2009, it felt like closing the book on an important chapter in our history.  It was a good feeling, however, because we have a new webpage and have made the transition over the past 2.5 years. We still own the domain, mslma.org. The main focus of the final transfer was moving the past issues of the online Forum and creating an archive. In doing the project, it was an important trip down “Memory Lane”. I know that saving the issues using a screenshot was primitive but practical for preserving them and our site now has an archive of past issues (2002-2006).




The “staff” of the webpage has been consistent for a few years:
 
Jobs Editor – LaurieAnn Riley The MSLA Jobs page is consistently up to date and comprehensive, thanks to LaurieAnn’s diligence. Her efforts are appreciated by school librarians - a true service to our profession.

Front page / News Flashes – Kathy Lowe   Visitors to maschoolibraries.org are greeted with the top news in the world of school libraries – local, state and national. Kathy keeps the front page current and vibrant. She also posts the membership directory as it’s updated. For our conference, Kathy posts the list of vendors.

Spotlight – Ethel Downey   Ethel lines up a new school for the MSLA Spotlight on a monthly basis. This year, we had an issue with information on a spotlight library’s webpage that had not been appropriately credited. We are now posting a disclaimer with the spotlight: “MSLA takes no responsibility for the content of the websites featured. The library teacher/webmaster must verify all links, credits, and permissions for their individual site.”

Webmaster – Ann Perham   Major projects this year have included posting the Forum (Summer, Winter, Spring), Advocacy, Conference and the Bookmarks Contest. As webmaster, it is important to stay involved in the many activities of MSLA so that the webpage can be as informative as possible.
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Central Area
Diane Libbey & Cecily Houston, Area Directors
It was a busy year! Both Directors attended the MSLA Conference in Sturbridge and had the opportunity to speak with several library teachers from the Central District.
[image: ]
We hosted a meeting at Westborough High School co-sponsored by the CMRLS to hear Maureen Ambrosini discuss what is new and different in the land of publishing. She also shared information on the various programs that CMRLS has for librarians. It was also a chance for school librarians to meet each other as there are several new faces in our area.

Throughout the year, we contacted past members of the Region to update membership list, elicit information about change in membership status, welcome new members and encourage lapsed member to renew their memberships.

We participated in a Teaching American History program at Nashoba Regional High School to share the great resources both school and public libraries have to offer young people doing research. Topic was Latino Civil Rights which was well received especially since many in the audience had never considered the need for Latino Civil Rights action.

Both directors spoke at Legislative Breakfasts to encourage the attending representative and senators to fund the MBLC programs and to bring the issues facing school libraries to the attention of the legislature.
[image: ]
Metrowest Area
Robin Cicchetti & Char Sidell, Area Directors
[image: ]In collaboration with Metrowest Regional Library Network and Sarah Sogigian, the Metrowest area of MSLA had a year full of professional development opportunities: 
· A Mock Caldecott session with Melody Allen, 
· Graphic Novels and Manga for School Librarians led by Robin Brenner, 
· Workshop by Pat Keogh on “Can’t Miss Books”. 

It is fulfilling to tap into the expertise of our school communities, as well as forge professional ties with our public library counterparts.  Thanks to Sarah Sogigian for her partnership.


Northeast Area  
 Linda Friel & Chris Steinhauser, Area Directors
[image: ][image: ]This year has been busy and productive. An ongoing focus was on contacting school librarians who are not members of MSLA to encourage them to join our organization. This was accomplished by e-mail, phone, and snail mail. We shared information with these individuals as to why joining MSLA would be beneficial to them, their students, teachers and school districts. We also communicated with MSLA members whose memberships had lapsed. As in the past, we find that the personal touch makes the difference between joining/rejoining and the status quo.

The Northeast Area continued its MSLA/NMRLS LMS Discussion Series. This year four meetings were held at diverse sites within the region. The attendance was excellent, ranging from 20 to more than 30.  Our opening workshop with Kathleen Baxter had a record-breaking attendance number of 55. Susan Babb from NMRLS was instrumental in planning and facilitating these meetings for our MSLA members. Topics for meetings included Book Talking with Kathleen Baxter, Games in the Library with Beth Galloway, Database Practices, and Gadgets and Gizmos with Scott Kehoe.  Attenl;dees receive PDPs for attendance and can bundle them and complete a product to accumulate at least 10 PDPs for recertification. MSLA members from outside the Northeast Region are welcome to attend all of our meetings. 

We attended and participated in MSLA’s joint Legislative Day with MLA. During our time at the State House, we lobbied our legislators to revive and support H564, celebrated the winners of the MSLA Bookmark Contest, and heard testimony concerning the importance and worth of public and school libraries in Massachusetts. We participated in the MSLA Conference committee and created the "Day in the Life of..." (http://mslapics.pbworks.com) wiki for the board.
[image: ]
Boston Area
Bruce Cramer & Jeannette Sisco, Area Directors
[image: ][No report filed] 
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Southeast Area 
Heather Macpherson & Lynn Weeks, Area Directors
Our initial goals for our area were: 
· [image: ]Offer professional development and networking opportunities 
· Increase membership & involvement 
· Promote communication and resource-sharing 
Area meetings were offered to Southeast members as professional development and networking opportunities. Our first area meeting was hosted by Laurie Belanger at Freetown-Lakeville Middle School on February 10, 2009.  The topic was “Award-Winning Literature”; participants shared ideas about how they promote and utilize award-winning literature in their schools.   The second area meeting was held at the Bourne Middle School on March 19, 2009 in collaboration with the Southeastern Massachusetts Library System. Kathy Lussier and Vicki Beene-Beavers of SEMLS brought the “Technology Sandbox” for participants to be introduced to and have “play time” with new technologies.  
To increase membership and involvement, lapsed members were e-mailed and called to encourage them to renew their membership online.  Messages were also sent through the SEMLS list-serve to reach SEMLS members who were not in the MSLA database.  Potential members were contacted prior to area meetings and invited to attend.  Communication and resource-sharing took place through the MSLA listserv as well as the Southeast area wiki.  The wiki can be accessed at:  http://mslasoutheastshares.pbworks.com/  
Lynn Weeks attended the Legislative breakfast and arranged for a parent to speak about school libraries. 
Heather Macpherson attended Legislative Day in Boston.  She also attended the annual meeting of the MTA and presented a resolution in support of school libraries.  

Western Area
Leigh Barnes and Vicky Biancolo, Area Directors
We may be in a remote location, but that didn’t stop the directors of the Western Region from attending the MSLA Conference in Sturbridge on November 3, or from attending and participating in monthly executive board meetings in Concord.  We brought those discussions home with us, and shared them with the membership at a general meeting at Capeless Elementary School in Pittsfield on October 21.  We are lucky to have such experienced, enthusiastic members, who were full of good ideas and willing to share their opinions and suggestions.
[image: ][image: ]The MSLA Western Region was a presence at several legislative events this spring, both locally and in the state capitol.  Representatives attended the annual Library Legislative Breakfast at the Berkshire Athenaeum on March 6, the joint Legislative Day with the Massachusetts Library Association in Boston on April 2, and the Governor’s Community Forum at Pittsfield City Hall on May 12.  This was essentially a “listening tour,” and we hope to have a more vocal presence when these events roll around next year.
Our regional representatives also attended this year’s Librarian Open House Day at the Eric Carle Museum in Amherst on March 24.  What a wonderful resource to have right in our own back yard!  In addition to presentations by the likes of Jim Trelease and free poster giveaways, we awarded a one-year membership to one lucky raffle winner.  We hope to see many more members there next year.
We are planning additional professional development opportunities to be offered in the Western Region next year.  Throughout this year, we contacted lapsed members of the region by email to encourage reenrollment, and we contacted area non-members by email and by phone to encourage them to join our organization
[image: ]
Surviving and Thriving: Tips we Share
Wordle!
This is the “Wordle Cloud” for these 6 pages of reports of MSLA committees and areas for 2009. To create your own Wordle go to www.wordle.net   Use it with a class as a creative project, or to distinguish keywords. It’s quick, easy and addictive - it will hook your teachers and students.              ~Submitted by Ann Perham
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