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From the 
Co-
Editors
 
Patsy Divver and Jan Koleszar
         
This year has b
een one of growth and challenge;
 we are continuing to flourish in our 21
st
 Century world, at both the local and state levels
 but 
our programs 
are threatened by the economy
. The innovative direction for libraries, such as 
the 
Chelmsford article depicts, is one way we are growing with
in
 our school co
mmunities. Connecting with the “powers that be” is another way
 to strengthen and secure the ro
le of the library teacher in our
 school
s
. Be sure to read the interview with DESE head, Mitchell Chester and the article on the MTA Resolution.
 
With the economic impact this year, many familiar faces are not returning to schools, and this situation increases the importance of connectivity. Check the 
“Join AASL” and “School Funding”
 
articles 
a
s well as
 the “Surviving and Thriving” ideas.
Whether you are new to the school library or a veteran, retired or a student, your input is important to all of us. The Forum provides a venue for us to connect, support each other, voice concerns and 
SHOUT
 about the tremendous work we do. 
EARN PDPs
: 
Writing for MSLA Forum
Do you enjoy writing? Are you collecting PDPs for the next round of Teacher Licensure? MSLA offers PDPs for all articles published in the MSLA Forum. For each published article of 800-1000 words, MSLA awards 2.5 PDPs. We consider any article that is of interest to MSLA members and that supports our mission. Tell
 us about your library program, best practices
 
and 
special
 projects
. 
Most of us are the only Library Teacher at our school; by writing an article, you can share your successes with colleagues who
 
understand. We’d like to expand our Editorial Staff and include some special columnists. We publish three t
imes each year: Fall, Winter,
 Spring. 
We depend on you, the MSLA members, to contribute articles so that the
 
Forum continues to be a high quality resource for Massachusetts School Librarians
.
 
)[image: ] (
Table of Contents
)President’s Message by Gerri Fegan	page  1-  2

From the Editors; Earn PDPs		page        3

Chelmsford Learning Commons 
			by Valerie Diggs 	page   4-  5
Interview at Massachusetts DESE  	page   6-  9

State of Our Union by Sandy Kelly		page 10-11

Bookmark Contest by Ann Perham		page 12-13

AASL Top 25 Websites by Linda Friel	page 14-15

An Evolving Organization by Pat Fontes	page       16

Hats off to Diane Libbey			page       16

MTA Resolution	by Judi Paradis		page       17

Being Connected by Ann Perham		page       18

MA Teen & Children’s Book Award  	page       18

Legislation Day 09 by Judi Paradis, Pat Fontes page       19

Pat Keogh: Fall into Some Great Reads      	page       19

Status of Funding by Judi Paradis		page       20

Blueprint for Excellence Christine Steinhauser              21

Lunches with Two Authors Linda Redding	page 22-23

Author Visit: T.Sutherland Karen Sekiguichi  	page       23

Author Visit: C.Lord by Christine Steinhauser 	page       24

Greetings from AASL President-Elect Nancy Everhart   24

2009 MSLA Conference Information	page 25-35
	Registration		page       25
	Membership		page       26
	Author Fest		page 27-29
	Block Party; City of Roses	page       29
	Sunday Events		page 30-31
	Schedule			page       32
	Monday Sessions		page 33-35

MSLA AWARDS: New & Improved	page       36

2009 Annual Reports, MSLA Executive Board      37-42

MSLA Leadership 2009-10		page       43

MSLA Mission and Vision		page       44



 (
Check the MSLA webpage
 
http://maschoolibraries.org
for
 final
 
updates on our
 
Annual Conference, October 4-5, 2009
Read the 
2009 MSLA FORUM
 
online:
 
http://www.maschoolibraries.org
 > Newsletter
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Print Layout by Ann Perham,  
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