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Why New Standards

üExplosion of Literacies
üStudents Mastery of Multiple Literacies
üComplex Societal Communications 

Structure

So What Are They?

üCovers what we do
üReflects the future
üFocuses on a global approach
üProvides guiding principles for teaching & 

learning
üStrives for the ideal

The Components
Beliefs

Standards

Strands

Indicators

Nine Beliefs

1. Reading is a window to the world.
2. Inquiry provides framework for learning.
3. Ethical behavior in the use of information 

must be taught.
4. Technology skills are crucial for future 

employment needs.
5. Equitable access is a key component of 

education.

Nine Beliefs

6.  The definition of information literacy has become 
more complex as resources and technologies have 
changed.

7. The continuing expansion of information 
demands that all individuals acquire the thinking 
skills that will enable them to learn on their own.

8. Learning has a social context.
9. School libraries are essential to the development 

of learning skills.
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The Element Ladder
Standards - 4

Strands ðSkills, Dispositions, Responsibilities & Self -Assessments

Indicators - Sub -categories that describe what abilities

students should demonstrate within each of the four strands .

Benchmarks - Abilities students should 

demonstrate by the end of grades 2, 5, 8, 10 & 12+ for 
each indicator.

The Standards

Learners use information literacy skills, 
resources and tools to:

The Standards
Standard 1
üInquire, think critically, and gain knowledge.

¸ MSLA Standards
Å1.Define an information task
Å2.Develop information seeking strategies
Å3.Locate and access information
Å4a.Evaluate resource for appropriateness
Å4b.Select best & most relevant information
Å4c.Practice ethical behavior
Å5. Synthesize information
Å7. Evaluate the process

The Standards
Standard 2
üDraw conclusions, make informed decisions, 

apply knowledge to new situations, and 
create new knowledge.
¸ MSLA Standards
Å4b.Extraction of most relevant information
Å4c.Practice ethical behavior
Å5.Synthesize information
Å7.Evaluate the process

The Standards
Standard 3
üShare knowledge and participate ethically 

and productively as members of our 
democratic society.
¸ MSLA Standards
Å4c. Practice ethical behavior & respect for intellectual property 

rights
Å5.Synthesize information
Å6.Participate in collaborative activities
Å7.Evaluate the process & the product

The Standards
Standard 4
üPursue personal and aesthetic growth.

¸ MSLA Standards
Å4a.Evaluate resources for their appropriateness
Å4b.Select best & most relevant information
Å4c.Practice ethical behavior & respect for intellectual property 

rights
Å6.Participate in collaborative activities
Å7.Evaluate the process & the product
Å8.Appreciate literature


